j         Cave No* 1 is a Vihara with a wonderfully carved facade depicting

phases of Indian life with elephants, horses and carts in most life-like
attitudes. A door surrounded with exquisite carving leads into the
interior. The human figure is represented in every possible variety of
position. Besides paintings of Buddha, his disciples and devotees, there
are representations of streets, processions, battles, interiors of houses with
inmates pursuing their daily occupations, domestic scenes of love and
marriage and death.

;         Groups of women performing religious austerities, men on horseback

spearing wild buffaloes and animals, from the huge elephant to the dimuni-
tive snail. Cave No. 1 is one of the finest in the group, and the most
curious group of sculptures In them consists of four well carved antelopes
with only one head so ingeniously grouped that one head suits each body
according to the position from which you look at it

In the second cave from the eastern extremity of the series usually
called the Rang Mahal these paintings have a wonderful degree of freshness.
Considering their great antiquity, the subjects consisting of battle-pieces and
processions, flowers, foliage, fruits etc., are executed with a degree of freedom
and truthfulness seldom to be met with in modern specimens of native art.
This cave which is about 64 feet square is supported on twenty pillars, all
highly embellished with paintings. It has two chapels attached to the
verandah. In other parts of the cave are to be seen warriors in complete
armour with swords and shields both of a peculiar and unusual form.

A painted figure of Buddha with his attendant disciples in life-size
on the wall are extremely well drawn.

Caves 3 to 7 are Viharas and contain the usual sculptures and are
devoid of interest. They are not very important.

Cave No. 9 is the first of the Chaithya caves in the series. It dates
as far back as the first century B. C. and Dr. Burgess considers it as old as
the latter half of the second ceutury before Christ.

Caves 8 to 13 are the oldest in the series and supposed 1o have been
cut under the Satakarmi kings in the first and second century before Christ,
while the remaining caves were believed to have been excavated approxi-
mately in the subsequent one hundred years till about one hundred A. D.

Caves Nos. 14 and 15 are not very important
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